Police: Infant was alive when put in river
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Unknown infant
was alive when
thrown in river

JACKSON COUNTY BUREAU

® PASCAGOULA — The infant girl found dead in the
Pascagoula River last week was alive when she was
abandoned in the river, officials said Thursday.

Jackson County coroner Dave Miller said a continuing
study of data gathered during an autopsy has determined
that the 3- to-5-week-old infant died, probably by drown-
ing, while she was in the river. Specialists knew the baby
was alive because sand was found in her lungs. Her
identity has not been determined.

Further studies are being conducted at the coroner’s
office by forensic specialist Paul McGarry in New Orleans.

The infant’s nude body was found entangled in trotlines
in the river June 28 by two fishermen about a mile south of
the bridge, which spans the river on Mississippi 614.

The Jackson County Sheriff's Department has been
conducting an extensive search of area hospital records to
determine the baby's identity.

The baby was white, with brown hair, blue-gray eves
and weighed about six pounds.

Because of the isolated location where the body was
found, officials think the little girl was born in Jackson
County.




